
Concept of development 

Development means the process of developing or being developed. It is 

also the growth, progress, positive change and success. Development helps in 

the proper utilization of natural resources, skill and technical knowledge in 

order to fulfill the human needs. Development helps to establish peace and 

security. It helps to fulfill human needs and aspiration. It brings positive 

change in our society and nation. 

Development is the process by which the members of the society increase 

their personal and institutional capabilities to mobilize and manage 

resources. Development helps to increase the quality of life of people as 

there is good access of education, health care, employment opportunities, 

safe and clean environment and so on. Development also means planned 

urbanization and industrialization. If development activities are properly 

planned then it not only fulfills the needs and aspiration of people but also 

protects, preserve and promote the environment in every step of developmental 

activities. 

Sustainable development 

With the advancement of technology and science, development is taken 

place in different parts of the world in different ways. But their 

developmental activities have been accelerated to such extent that in certain 

areas they have become a threat to the environment. The utilization of 

natural resources is growing at an alarming rate, causing great concern for 

their conservation. The degradation of the environment due to industrial and 

other wastes discharged into the atmosphere and hydrosphere has also caused 

great concern and there is a big question mark – what will be next? All these 

environmental problems, associated with development, have raised several 

questions regarding the type and nature of development and this has given 

rise to the concept of sustainable Development. 

The world Commission for Environment and Development defined 

Sustainable Development as “development that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs”.   

Agenda 21, established at the 1992 United Nations conference on 

Environment and Development, or “Earth Summit”, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is 

the blue print for sustainability in the 21st century.  



Agenda 21 is a commitment to sustainable development, which was agreed 

by many of the world’s governments. Nations that have pledged to take part in 

Agenda 21 are monitored by the International Commission on Sustainable 

Development, and are encouraged to promote Agenda 21 at the local and 

regional levels within their own countries. Agenda 21 addresses the 

development of societies and economies by focusing on the conservation and 

preservation of our environments and natural resources. 

Agenda 21 provides a format for this to happen, detailing an action 

plan for sustainable development and establishing targets for actions that 

combine economic development and environmental protection. Agenda 21 promotes 

the attitude that a nations wealth should also account for the full value of 

its natural resources. Agenda 21 also encourages nations to consider the 

costs of environmental degradation. In addition, to reduce the risk of 

damage, environmental assessments should be carried out and where degradation 

does occur, those responsible should bear the costs. 

Agenda 21 highlights the need to eradicate poverty. One of the major 

problems facing poorer nations is their lack of resources and ability to live 

sustainably. Developed nations have taken on the responsibilities of 

assisting poorer nations to reduce their environmental impacts and achieve 

sustainable development. 

Agenda 21 asks governments to integrate sustainable development into 

their national strategies and highlights the importance of involving non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) and the public in the process. For 

sustainable development to work, issues must be tackled on a local, national 

and international level and nations must work towards international 

agreements which respect the interests of all and protect the integrity of 

the global environmental and developmental system. 

The term sustainable development contains two key concepts. Firstly, 

the concept of needs, in particular the vital need of the world’s poor, to 

which (overriding) priority should be given, and the idea of limitations 

imposed by the state of technology and secondly, social organization on 

environment’s ability “to meet present and future needs”. In addition to 

these two key concepts four interlinked dimensions of sustainable development 

may be introduced such as, economic, environmental, social and cultural, 

because if development is to be sustainable in the long-term, there needs to 

be a balance between these four dimensions. Let us discuss the four 

dimensions in detail. 



I) Environmental dimension: The environmental dimension of sustainable 

development maintains a solid base of natural resources and avoids excessive 

use of such resources. This involves conservation of biodiversity, attaining 

atmospheric balance, productivity of soil as well as other systems of natural 

environment which are usually classified as noneconomic resources. In 

resolving the problems of sustainable development, environmentalists tend to 

focus on what is known as environment borders. As a concept it means that 

each natural environment system has certain limits that should not be 

exceeded by excessive consumption for which it will be deteriorated. 

Therefore, from an environmental point of view, sustainable development means 

setting limits for consumption, population growth and pollution, as well as 

the faulty ways of production including wastage of water and deforestation.  

 

II) Economic dimension: Economic dimension of sustainable development means 

providing economic welfare to the present as well as to the future while 

paying more attention to the ‘natural capital’, such as plants, soil, 

animals, fish, and bio-environmental system. Economic sustainability can be 

reached through optimised distribution of goods and services. Income 

generation and poverty reduction are the main issues in this area. Economic 

sustainability reflects the need to strike the balance between the costs and 

benefits of economic activity, within the confines of the carrying capacity 

of the environment. Economic progress should not be made at the expense of 

intergenerational equity. Therefore, resources should not be exploited to the 

extent that their regenerative ability is compromised. 

 

 III) Social dimension: Development is considered to be socially sustainable 

if it achieves social justice in conformity with equitable resource 

allocation, eradicates poverty, and provides social services, such as 

education, health and others to all members of the society, especially the 

neediest one. The social dimension of sustainable development is, thus, based 

on the notion that human beings constitutes an important means of development 

and its prime target who should strive to achieve this notion for both 

present and future generations. Social dimension of sustainable development 

relates to the maintenance of political and community values, and social 

values and norms, relate to ethics, value systems, language, education, work 

attitudes, class systems etc., that influence social relation. Social 

dimension of sustainable development also deals with the satisfaction of 

basic human needs within the society such as food, clothing, and shelter. The 



sustainability of social needs and values indicates to the quality of growth 

that occurs in the economy. Equity in the allocation of properties is 

integral to social sustainability. According to the Brundtland Report 

“economic and social development should be mutually reinforcing” 

 

IV) Cultural dimension: Cultural dimension may be defined as a compromise 

between cultural diversity and common values. Protection of various cultural 

identities is the key to cultural sustainability. Some thinkers argue that 

this is a part of social dimension. However, there is a clear distinction 

between social and cultural issues, in sustainable development. The aim of 

cultural dimension in sustainable development is to raise the significance of 

culture and its factors in local, regional and global sustainable 

development. Culture is an important aspect of sustainable development, as it 

refers to how we understand and appreciate natural resources and each other. 

The term culture is becoming more powerful along with the increasing 

ecological, economic and social challenges to meet the objectives of 

sustainability. Cultural sustainability is gradually emerging out of the 

realm of social sustainability and being recognized as having a separate, 

distinct, and integral role in sustainable development.  

 

Some of the important measures for sustainable development 

(i) Technology: Using appropriate technology is one which is locally 

adaptable, eco-friendly, resource efficient and culturally suitable. It 

mostly involves local resources and local labour. Indigenous technologies are 

more useful, cost-effective and sustainable. Nature is often taken as a 

model, using the natural conditions of that region as its components. This 

concept is known as “design with nature”. The technology should use less of 

resources and should produce minimum waste. 

 

(ii) Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle Approach: The 3-R approach advocating 

minimization of resource use, using them again and again instead of passing 

it on to the waste stream and recycling the materials goes a long way in 

achieving the goals of sustainability. It reduces pressure on our resources 

as well as reduces waste generation and pollution. 



(iii) Promoting Environmental Education and Awareness: Making environmental 

education the centre of all learning process will greatly help in changing 

the thinking pattern and attitude of people towards our earth and the 

environment. Introducing subject right from the school stage will inculcate a 

feeling of belongingness to earth in small children. ‘Earth thinking’ will 

gradually get incorporated in our thinking and action which will greatly help 

in transforming our lifestyles to sustainable ones. 

 

(iv) Resource Utilization as Per Carrying Capacity: Any system can sustain a 

limited number of organisms on a long-term basis which is known as its 

carrying capacity. In case of human beings, the carrying capacity concept 

becomes all the more complex. It is because unlike other animals, human 

beings, not only need food to live, but need so many other things to maintain 

the quality of life. Sustainability of a system depends largely upon the 

carrying capacity of the system. If the carrying capacity of a system is 

crossed (say, by over exploitation of a resource), environmental degradation 

starts and continues till it reaches a point of no return. 

 

(v) Improving Quality of Life Including Social, Cultural and Economic 

Dimensions: Development should not focus just on one-section of already 

affluent people. Rather it should include sharing of benefits between the 

rich and the poor. The tribal, ethnic people and their cultural heritage 

should also be conserved. Strong community participation should be there in 

policy and practice. Population growth should be stabilized. 
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