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 Turning form the theoretical to the practical side, differences of opinion on practical 

questions are because of (a) differences between the desires of disputants and (b) 

differences on their estimates or means for realizing their desires. In the second case of 

rationality, Russell says that the theoretical applies and arguments can be scientifically 

conducted as the differences are only on the means and not the ends proposed. 

 In the first case, desires guide rationality and even though facts are very hard to avoid 

belief is biased and men’s judgments are falsified. A man who desires to act in certain 

way will believe that his actions lead to good, but without his desires, he would have no 

reason for belief. Gamblers, politicians, alcoholics judge differently and see facts in a 

way that justifies their own practices though fact point otherwise. Therefore, people 

believe that in such matters being objective is impossible and there is no alternative to the 

tug-of-war between oppositely biased classes. 

 Russell goes on to say that psychoanalysis could enable people to be aware of their being 

unconsciously biased and so, help in becoming more rational in their outlook with 

disagreements being made capable of amicable adjustment. 

 Sometimes desires of men cannot be in harmony as personal self interest will cause him 

to harm other’s interests. For example, on the Stock Exchange, people grow rich at the 

expense of others. Rationality can curb man’s irrational acts guided by passion and 

enlightenment on the view of what is good for oneself in the long run will prevent hasty 

acts that will harm others and one’s self. Enlightened self-interest would make the world 

a better place as realizing that what injures others self. It would change perception and 

motives. 

 Complete rationality is undoubtedly an ideal that cannot be achieved. However, it is 

possible to attain a fair degree of rationality. All solid progress in the world consists of an 

increase in rationality, both practical and theoretical. A man is rational in proportion as 

his intelligence determines and controls his desires. The control of our actions by our 

intelligence is ultimately of the utmost importance, especially because science has 

increased the means at our disposal of harming each other. At present all the great forces 

in the world- education, the press, politics, religion - are on the side of irrationality. It is 

to intelligence that we must look for the solution of the ills from which our world is 

suffering. A more sane and balanced view of our relations with our neighbours and with 

the world is urgently necessary. 

 Thus in the essay Russell opposes people’s tendency to hold beliefs for which there are 

no grounds. Blind faith and prejudices belong to this category, especially where ideas 

about our religion and our country are concerned.  Rationalism is a means whereby 



harmony in social and international relations can be promoted. Nor can any enlightened 

man of today quarrel with Russell’s thesis. Orthodox religious persons will, however, 

never allow their beliefs to be subjected to the test of rationalism  

 


