
LETTER TO GANDHI ON THE EVE OF THE JALIWANWALA BAGH 

MASSACRE 

- RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

 This letter was written by Rabindranath Tagore to Mahatma Gandhi on April 12, 1919 

asserting the arrogance of the ruling British class and the way to eradicate it by a true 

spirit of freedom. 

 Power is a thing which is like the horse that drags the carriage blindfolded. This letter 

was written by Tagore to Gandhi when Indian Freedom movement was going on. Here  

power is compared to British as they were ruling India. Power is called irrational because 

it makes everyone blind, morality lies in the man who drives the blindfolded horse or the 

man who can control and can lead power in the right path. 

 Passive resistance or non-violence cannot be called as totally moral because sometimes it 

was used against truth. When any force starts to get success, it becomes temptation. 

 Tagore acknowledged Gandhi that the weapon of non- violence was to fight against 

British but at the same time he said that this kind of fight suits the heroes in tales, not the 

men who are suffering in reality. An act of evil can create evil attitudes among others, 

injustice leads to violence and insult to revenge. These all cruel acts were started by 

British. The colonizers demoralized the native people, they ruled through showing their 

power and made people afraid of their authority. These sinister acts brought a 

revolutionary attitude to all Indian people. 

 In such a critical situation, Gandhiji stood against the rulers following the weapon of non-

violence as he had immense faith on his ideal. His weapon was against of the cowardly 

attitude of hidden revenge and the suppressed fear of people for the rulers. Gandhiji’s 

ideal was compared with Lord Buddha who used to say “ Conquer anger by the power of 

non- anger and evil by power of good”. 

 The power of good must be fearlessness and strong enough to refuse  any imposition or 

wrong. The outcome of a moral conquest is always may not be a victory. But those who 

have courage to stand with truth and to stand against wrong is equal to a victory of this 

ideal. 

 According to Tagore freedom can’t be achieved by charity. India will get this when she 

can prove herself morally superior than the people who are depriving her from freedom. 

To enjoy the bliss of freedom India has to bear the suffering without any fear. India is 

armed with the power of truth so she must stand against the power of wrong. 

 Tagore wrote that Gandhiji had come to his motherland in her utter need to lead her in the 

right path, to save her from the diplomatic politics going on that time by the rulers. So 

Tagore sincerely wished that the real spirit of freedom must not take the way of unfair 

enthusiasms or self-deception may take over the sacred names. 

 Towads the end of the letter Tagore dedicated one of his revolutionary creations for the 

noble works of Gandhiji. It was divided into two parts. Tagore said that he hoped in the 



near future Gandhi would free india from its mere fearfulness, where along with him the 

other natives had the freedom to move with dignity. The oppressors were the same people 

of this world but they were enemy as they had deprived the native of their rights and 

freedom. He wished some miracle would occur which would release the slave soul so that 

the body could feast for a wonderful life. Thus the shadow of darkness was just like the 

mist before a sunrise. 


