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Chapter V 

GENDER ROLES SOCIALIZATION IN PATRIARCHY SOCIETY 

 

 

5.1: INTRODUCTION 

 

              Patriarchy literally means "rule of the father", today it is a term that refers to 

social systems where power is concentrated in the hands of adult men. In this type of 

system men hold authority over women, children and property, leading to female 

subordination.  

             A key feature of Patriarchy is the notion of traditional gender roles. 

Traditional gender roles cast men as strong, decisive, rational and protective while 

women are seen as emotional, irrational, weak, nurturing and submissive. These 

gender roles are restrictive of both men and women as it is degrading for a man to 

have some sort of female characteristic and unattractive for a woman to have some 

sort of a male characteristic. 

             Gender roles are a set of social and behavioral norms that, within a specific 

culture, are widely considered to be socially appropriate for individuals of a 

specific sex. The perception of gender roles includes attitudes, actions and 

personality traits associated with a particular gender within that culture. Gender 

roles are predominantly considered within a family context as well as within society 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norm_(social)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
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in general and may collectively be referred to as gender stereotypes which are 

transferred to members during socialization flow inside a cultural context. 

Socialization process is a permanent process and several factors such as family, 

friends, school etc. can effect on that as socializing factors. So, it is observed that 

appropriate gender behaviours of women and men that are learned during 

socialization process mostly are associated with gender stereotype beliefs which are 

rooted in patriarchy society; they are transferred through socialization factors to 

next generation. 

 

 

5.2: PATRIARCHY IDEOLOGY 

 

              Kate Millet introduced the key concept of patriarchy to the feministic 

thoughts in early years of 1970s in a book called “sexual Politics”. Kate Millet 

opened a new discussion in feministic literature to construct a linkage between mind, 

objectivity, agency and structure. The term patriarchy has a long old history in 

political science theories. The origin of this word is the word Patriarchs which means 

tribe leader. This concept was used widely in political literature of 17
th

 century for 

mentioning monarchy power. 

 

              In fact this word was used for explaining government in which the relation 

between the king and people was like father and son. Millet borrowed this term from 

politics and there are two reasons for this borrowing. First, according to Millet’s 

opinion in a patriarchy system, all men have domination on women. Second, old men 
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are prior to younger and children. It seems that due to same reason Millet has 

considered no significant difference between patriarchy in families and society. In 

any way gradually this term extended between all feminists whom have now changed 

to an abbreviation term which indicates some typical social system in which 

domination of men on women and women’s lowering is so obvious. 

  

             Patriarchy literally means rule of the father in a male-dominated family. It is 

a social and ideological construct which considers men (who are the patriarchs) as 

superior to women. Sylvia Walby in “Theorizing Patriarchy "calls it “a system of 

social structures and practices, in which men dominate, oppress and exploit women” 

(Walby,1990). Patriarchy is based on a system of power relations which are 

hierarchal and unequal where men control women’s production, reproduction and 

sexuality. It imposes masculinity and femininity character stereotypes in society 

which strengthen the iniquitous power relations between men and women. Patriarchy 

is not a constant and gender relations which are dynamic and complex have changed 

over the periods of history. The nature of control and subjugation of women varies 

from one society to the other as it differs due to the differences in class, caste, 

religion, region, ethnicity and the socio-cultural practice. 

 

              Subordination of women in developed countries is different from what it is 

in developing countries. While subordination of women may differ in terms of its 

nature, certain characteristics such as control over women’s sexuality and her 

reproductive power cuts across class, caste, ethnicity, religions and regions and is 

common to all patriarchies. This control has developed historically and is 
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institutionalized and legitimized by several ideologies, social practices and 

institutions such as family, religion, caste, education, media, law, state and society, 

which are discussed in the later sections. 

                                                                                                                                          

              Patriarchal societies propagate the ideology of motherhood which restricts 

women's mobility and burdens them with the responsibilities to nurture and rear 

children. The biological factor to bear children is linked to the social position of 

women’s responsibilities of motherhood: nurturing, educating and raising children by 

devoting themselves to family. 

 

             The first lessons of patriarchy are learnt in the family where the head of the 

family is a man/ father. Man is considered the head of the family and controls 

women’s sexuality, labour or production, reproduction and mobility. In a patriarchal 

family the birth of male child is preferred to that of a female. 

 

           According to Gerda Lerner, family plays an important role in creating a 

hierarchal system as it not only mirrors the order in the state and educates its children 

but also creates and constantly reinforces that order (Lerner, 1986: 127; also see 

Bhasin, 1993: 10). Family is therefore important for socializing the next generation 

in patriarchal values. The boys learn to be dominating and aggressive and girls learn 

to be caring, loving and submissive. These stereotypes of masculinity and femininity 

are not only social constructs but also have been internalized by both men and 

women. While the pressure to earn and look after the family is more on the man, the 
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women are supposed to do the menial jobs and take care of their children and even 

other members of the family. It is because of these gender stereotypes that women 

are at a disadvantage and are vulnerable to violence and other kinds of 

discriminations and injustices. Systemic deprivation and violence against women: 

rape, sexual harassment, sexual abuse, female feticide, infanticide, sati, dowry 

deaths, wife-beating, high level of female illiteracy, malnutrition, undernourishment 

and continued sense of insecurity keeps women bound to home, economically 

exploited, socially suppressed and politically passive (Bhasin, 1993: 13). 

 

              Patriarchal constructions of knowledge perpetuate patriarchal ideology and 

this is reflected in educational institutions, knowledge system and media which 

reinforce male dominance. More subtle expressions of patriarchy was through 

symbolism giving messages of inferiority of women through legends highlighting the 

self-sacrificing, self-effacing pure image of women and through ritual practice which 

emphasized the dominant role of women as a faithful wife and devout mother (Desai 

and Krishnaraj, 2004: 299).  

 

             Laws of Manu insist that since women by their very nature are disloyal they 

should be made dependent on men. The husband should be constantly worshipped as 

a God, which symbolized that man is a lord, master, owner, or provider and women 

were the subordinates. It legitimizes that a woman should never be made 

independent, as a daughter she should be under the surveillance of her father, as a 

wife of her husband and as a widow of her son (Chakravarti,2006: 75). While in 
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ancient India (Vedic and Epic periods), women were by and large treated as equal to 

men, the restrictions on women and patriarchal values regulating women’s sexuality 

and mobility got strengthened in the post-Vedic periods (Brahmanical and Medieval 

periods) with the rise of private property and establishment of class society. 

 

              Patriarchal constructions of social practices are legitimized by religion and 

religious     institutions as most religious practices regard male authority as superior 

and the laws and norms regarding family, marriage, divorce and inheritance are 

linked to patriarchal control over property biased against women. A person’s legal 

identity with regard to marriage, divorce and inheritance are determined by his or her 

religion, which has laid down duties for men and women and their relationship. Most 

religions endorse patriarchal values and all major religions have been interpreted and 

controlled by men of upper caste and class. The imposition of parda, restrictions on 

leaving the domestic space, separation between public and private are all gender 

specific and men are not subjected to similar constraints. Thus the mobility of 

women is controlled. They have no right to decide whether they want to be mothers, 

when they want to be, the number of children they want to have, whether they can 

use contraception or terminate a pregnancy and so on and so forth (also see Bhasin: 

6).Male dominated institutions like church and state also lay down rules regarding 

women’s reproductive capacity. 
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5.3: MORE DETAILED ANALYSES OF PATRIARCHAL BELIEFS IN THIS 

STUDY 

              In this study, patriarchal beliefs has been identified as an effective factor on 

the acceptance rate of gender stereotypes, so the researcher has focused on the 

patriarchal beliefs in this chapter as a main factor which explained 66% of 

acceptance rate of gender stereotypes variance. She has tested the relationship 

between patriarchal beliefs and nationality, gender, marital status, study field, family 

size, occupational status, living area variables which has shown in the following 

tables: 

 

Table-5.1 

T Test for Gender and Patriarchal Beliefs by intervention of the nationality 
Nationality                 Gender N Mean Std.Deviatio

n 
t d.f. Sig(2-

tailed) 

India                           Male 
                                   Female 

204 
155 

14.72 
11.05 

4.79 
4.70 

6.3 357 0.000 

Iran                             Male 
                                    Female 

134 
135 

13.22 
12.98 

4.42 
5.05 

0.5 26

7 

0.6 

  
 

              The T-test of the variables (table-5.1) shows the T value as 6.3 and 0.5 at a 

significance level of (0.00 & 0.6) respectively for India and Iran. Thereby, it can be 

said that the gender has affected the patriarchal beliefs in India but it has not affected 

the patriarchal beliefs in Iran. The mean differences are significant in India regarding 

T value; so it can only be generalized to the India. 
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Chart-5.1 

Gender and Patriarchal Beliefs by intervention of the nationality 

 

 

 

               The chart-5.1 shows that the acceptance rate of gender stereotypes among 

Indian male is more than Indian female but there is no significant difference between 

Iranian male and female and also this chart indicates that the acceptance rate of 

gender stereotypes among Indian male is more than Iranian male and the acceptance 

rate of gender stereotypes among Indian female is less than Iranian female. 

 

 

Table-5.2 

ANOVA Test for Study Field and Patriarchal Beliefs by Intervention of the 

Nationality 

Nationality Sum of 

Square 

Mean 

Square 

F d.f. Sig 

India           Between groups 

                Within groups 

                    Total  

686.99 

7211.33 

7898.32 

343.494 

20.257 

16.957 2 

359 

358 

0.000 

Iran             Between groups 

               Within groups 

                   Total 

240.02 

6692.94 

6932.95 

120.008 

25.161 

4.770 2 

266 

268 

0.009 
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