
Origin and growth of rural settlements 

There are no certain answers when and how settlements are began to grow till now. The primitive 

man in the historic time used to move about in small groups, mostly in extended families through 

the hill, forests, plains and valleys in search of food and shelter. Thus social life in the Old Stone Age 

was not tied to certain places, but was moving from one source of food and shelter to another. 

Man did not have any permanent shelter or home and used to live in cave and under thick canopy 

of trees. Sometimes he lived on the platforms built on boughs of trees to save him from the danger 

of wild animals. Man’s economy at the primitive stage was limited to gathering and hunting and it 

continued for several thousand years. Slowly dog, horse cow, buffalo, camel, goat, sheep, poultry, 

reindeer etc. this give rise to pastoral economy in addition to man’s earlier gathering  and hunting 

economy. 

With the domestication of animals, man’s life became tied to certain regions, because all animals 

could not live in all sorts physical regions, nor were their feeds found everywhere. Consequently, 

the way of human life developed in different regions differently. The people domesticating the 

same animals and living in the same region perhaps formed some sort of loose societies. As long as 

there was grass sufficient to support the domesticated animals of a group of people, their life was 

stable and they perhaps lived a community life in mud huts, near source of water. These were 

obviously temporary villages, for the dwellers used to move out from there in search of new green 

pastures as soon as the grasses there became exhausted. The people of this pastoral stage must 

have learnt that grasses grew under certain ecological conditions and in certain seasons of the year. 

He must have also noticed how seeds under certain favourable conditions gave rise to seedlings, 

which grew, bore more seeds and died again. The crops he raised not only supplied him with food, 

but also provided a part of the feed that his domestic animals needed. Thus, it is seen that man 

started adopting agriculture and with that he also began a settled life. 

Man came to live permanently in the river valley areas where favourable conditions like fertile soil, 

plain land, regular supply of water, abundant sunshine were available. He had built shelter for him 

and his family to save from rain and sun, cold and heat, natural calamities, wild animals and 

enemies. Shelter must also provide facilities for cooking and safe sleep. The early man built such 

shelters with dried mud-blocks, rock-blocks, bones of animals, branches of trees, leaves, grasses 

etc. depending on the variability of such building materials. The early settlers must have selected 

their agricultural and pastoral lands first and then selected sites for their homesteads. The 

members of an extended family or a small clan must have settled together for reasons of mutual 

help, cooperation and understanding and built their houses in individual cluster. Such a collection 

of nearby dwelling houses and other buildings along with their inhabitants forming a centre of 

habitation is called village. If the cluster is very small comprising only a few houses and residents, 

then it is called hamlet. In the earliest stage of settled human civilization, such villages grew up on 

the river valley like Euphrates-Tigris, Nile, Indo-Ganga-Brahmaputra and Hwang Ho. The village 

settlements are often referred to as rural settlement. 



 


