Skills of a tour guide
Some of the  most common skills to be a tour guide
Excellent Public Speaking and Narration Skills
You will generally be speaking in front of a huge group of people on most of the tours you lead. Groups can have anywhere from 10 to 60 people, so you have to understand the basic principles of public speaking
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Good Language Skills
Being good at languages is another great skill that tour guides should have. While you are not required to speak another language at many companies, it is something that is becoming more and more popular nowadays, as international tours are increasing in the United States and around the world. If you can speak a second language you will stand a better chance of being hired, and if you speak more languages, then that is even better. Foreign languages can be taken as online courses or you can often attend night classes to learn another language. With a foreign language you will not only be qualified to lead international tour groups around America, but you can also travel with an American group to that particular country as you can communicate with the locals and make the travel experience that much easier and more enjoyable for the group
Great Organizational and Leadership Skills
Being organized is a skill that many people neglect to mention when you want to become a tour guide. Developing this skill is one that will make your job easier and that will stand you in good stead for the rest of your career. Tour companies and escort agencies prefer to hire people who demonstrate excellent organizational skills, as it makes their lives easier
Importance of Hiring Local Tour Guides
The following are the importance or benefits of hiring local tour guides:
1. Experienced guides make trips enjoyable and educative
This is because they have a wide history concerning the tourism site. They have been in the profession for a good number of years which means they know everything about the site, unlike the new guides who could be still in the process of learning these sites. Therefore the client is able to learn a lot in the entire walking tour or traveling tour with the help of the experienced guide.
2. Tour Guides Help you Save time
It can be tiring queuing a line for hours to be a tour guide on the same day you are to go for the trip. Therefore hiring a tour guide earlier which is done through online booking by logging in to the tour guide advisor account can be a great deal to help you save your precious time. This time is then spent well on the trip where you get to learn a lot at a good pace because you have adequate time.
3. Tour Guides Are Flexible
Flexibility is one of the greatest advantages while hiring local tour guides. They operate as per your request. This means that you are the one to inform him/her of the best time and place you are comfortable with to do the touring. 
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