
DOVER BEACH 

The poem begins with a natural scene, it is set near Dover. The speaker was enjoying the night 

beauty of the sea. The sea was told as calm and fine initially. The speaker and his beloved were 

gazing at the French coast. The night air was sweet but the poet heard something sad from the 

rhythm of the waves. He said that it was the sad music of humanity. The sounds of the waves 

were depressing so it made the poet’s mind sad. He thought that the scientific discoveries had 

brought a distance between human beings and nature. 

The speaker refers to the ancient Greek playwright or dramatist Sophocles. The speaker says 

that Sophocles heard the sound of sadness while sitting on the shores of the Aegean. Sophocles 

got inspiration to write about ‘human misery’ from the sound of sadness. Like Sophocles, the 

speaker sees also life as a tragedy as it is full of sufferings and misery. According to the speaker, 

beauty, joy, peace these are temporary in human life but miseries and sufferings are 

permanent. 

The speaker is lamenting because “The Sea of Faith” is lost in present times. At last he says to 

his beloved to remain true and loyal for him. He knows that the modern world is beautiful by 

outside but inside there are lot of sufferings. The poet has present an image of nineteenth 

century when a cultural and social change happened due to the growth of Industrial Revolution 

and Modernism. 

At last the speaker requests his beloved to remain true to each other. He knows very well about 

modern world which seems very beautiful by outside but inside there is only sorrow and pain. 

So he calls the world as an illusion. Without love and loyalty the world may become more 

complex and confusing. Life is meaningless without love in this artificial world.  

 


